
2019 City Council 
Candidate Guide

In keeping with our agency’s mission to SUPPORT, CONNECT and 
STRENGTHEN the leadership of nonprofit organizations, The Nonprofit 
Council is providing this guide to the 2019 City Council Candidates. 
All candidates were given the opportunity to provide answers to 
these questions which pertain specifically to the nonprofit sector.
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Colton Unden - District 1

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solutions to 
community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by the City as just 
vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How will you improve the 
City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the nonprofit sector?
I believe it is imperative we utilize the strength and infrastructure of nonprofits in every possible avenue. Not only that but creating 
partnerships frequently and broadly. I will always choose, and only choose, the nonprofit sector when it comes to input on policies and 
developing solutions to community issues. 

Seeking counsel from the city and personal perspective from nonprofits, and having a resolute and strong relationship will be a core 
ideal I will hold throughout my tenure should I be elected.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio through 
investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective services and 
positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding priorities support 
strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community participation among children, 
families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment with City Council priorities 
including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth development and at-risk youth be-
havior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will continue to support the community safety net 
through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), 
domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding 
and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current 
level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
I strongly support high social spending and it's subsequent immense benefits to the economic and social prosperity of the city. I will 
work with non-profits to establish policies and greater funding across the board for these important social programs. 

I am the strongest candidate when it comes to investment in labor and human development as shown in my platform and policies. We 
need radical reforms to embolden and empower our social policies & programs to start addressing the duties we have as the 7th largest 
city home to over 1.5 million people. Especially given we rank as the 2nd most unequal and unfair state in the union (ITEP) and our 
special challenges dealing with a revenue system that furthers poverty in favor of the wealthy.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
The non-profit sector will have no greater ally on the City Council than myself, that I can assure you. I don't come from wealth, and I 
am one of the hundreds of thousands of low wage workers in this city that understand what its like to live paycheck-to-paycheck and 
also to know the great work that non-profits do often for people like us. 

We need to start taking modern and smart approaches to government and stop being stuck decades in the past. Social programs are 
lacking. Homelessness is being neglected. We cannot countinue down this path. We need a New Deal for San Antonio, that includes 
working with the nonprofit sector in furthering our social & sustainable development to adequately prepare us for the future.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
As mentioned before, I do strongly believe that nonprofits with have no greater ally in a candidate than myself. Talk can be cheap, and 
now more than ever we need action, policy, and data-driven solutions to empower our social programs and outreach in partnership with 
nonprofits across San Antonio to deliver a strong new reinvestment into the working classes, and the unfortunate. We have an exciting 
opportunity to shape the future of San Antonio's Social Welfare, and we cannot do this without nonprofits.



THE
NONPROFIT
COUNCIL

provided by  

Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Brad Kessler 1

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
I support the community coming forward to engage in politics and voice their opinions to truly know what needs fixing. I want 
to see neighborhood councils, associations, and resident organizations to provide a valuable outlet in voicing their concerns or 
opinions on issues in the city. I will make sure to listen to citizens and provide services and assistance to give positive feedback 
to the community. I strongly encourage and support the youth to come out and join neighborhood meetings and voicing their 
thoughts on the current state of San Antonio. We need community output and engagement NOW because without your advice 
or knowledge city officials won't know what truly concerns residents. Nonprofits play vital and important roles in the city and I 
actually want to work with many helping our Veterans, Homeless, Animal community and also in city beautification. I strongly 
support open dialogue and working with anyone just to make our city a better place for all, yall can count on me to be open and 
work to meet the needs of our community.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
A - I believe we should increase funding and work with non-profit organizations to ensure any needs or concerns are worked on 
properly and I also believe in finding new ways to attract more funding to the city, sports, events, tourism.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
Thank you for such a great question, with honor non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees should support me 
because I am humbly willing to extend an open arm and work together to ensure we have a better city and community for all and 
with the help of folks from non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees we can truly make our city a great place. A 
level of a good relationship and working together to make San Antonio a city moving forward is important for us, I will do any-
thing to the best of my abilities to work with non-profits to furthermore better shape our city, I humbly and respectfully ask for 
yalls support in this race as this is a race for us and the future of San Antonio.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
I am someone young, energetic, full of fresh ideas thriving to make San Antonio a better place for all. I want to address many 
issues and work on environmental issues, homeless, social empowerment, small businesses, animal community, infrastructure, 
and public safety. I am truly dedicated to working for you and the City of San Antonio full time to move us forward and keep the 
momentum of progress and prosperity going! I am 22yrs old and a small business owner who looks to work with all non-profits, 
have yalls backs and support and to the best of our abilities together as a team, we will make San Antonio a great city!
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Raymond Zavala District 1

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
I will be more proactive with the all the organizations. Relationships are to be built on trust and not micro management. I will 
be transparent and expect the same from the organizations. I agree that the experience and knowledge of the nonprofit sector is 
a great source to help the community. I will utilize it to increase service to the community.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
I think that the city should increase its funding and work with nonprofits. In addition I think that its funding should be priori-
tized by the needs of the community.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
I think that they should support me, because I am a person that has compassion, and hold myself accountable to the communi-
ty.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
I want them to know that I will support them, the organizations, and the community. I will listen to them and have an open 
door policy. I will also depend on them for input on issues.
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Walter Perry District 2

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
I will work to strengthen the nonprofits that are truly servicing the community and collaborate with them to push our community 
forward.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
I think the City should do whatever is necessary to support services that help the community to evolve. My heart is with the Youth 
and one thing I feel we can do a better job of is making sure our kids have summer employment, internships, or programs that 
expose them to different environments and cultures. That's where nonprofits can be of great value.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
I currently run a nonprofit 501-C3 so I understand the language and culture of nonprofit work. I support nonprofits that truly 
help people and create ways to push the community forward.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
I'm pro nonprofit!
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

KEITH A. TONEY, District 2

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
The non profit sector has long been Annan valuable partner in filling financial and Human Resources voids that cities, despite 
their best efforts, just don’t have the resources to fill. I will be a vocal proponent of our non profit partners once I assume office.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
Work the fiscal realities of the day, I would like to see the funding stream increased to address the challenges you so accurately 
listed.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
I have always been an advocate of non profits and I am the only D2 candidate with city council experience and the knowledge to 
follow through and deliver for non profits.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
While I believe tradition has its place we cannot be so traditional that we miss opportunities to be transformative. I will be a 
transformative council person and our non profit partners will be actively involved in this transformative process.
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Richard Ramey, District 2

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
I work for a non profit myself and definitely understand the issues with monitoring and "managing". I think both the City and 
Non-profits could both benefit from a healthy relationship involving the two. If elected, I would sit down with both sides to find 
a solution. Having a council member able to see it from both sides should be a win.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
First, I would like to see more economic growth in my district. If the profits are increased, there should be a clear understanding 
of where and how it will help my district. The City should take responsibility and help it's residents. We shouldn't be relying solely 
on Non-profits. Most of my district is probably unaware of this safety net. The residents I've talked with all share stories of being 
ignored when they call the City for help. As for the youth programs and senior services, there also needs to be something in place 
for those that struggle meeting their basic needs.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
I've been wanting to run for City Council for the past several years. It's not something I want to do just because. I'm tired of 
certain areas in my district not having a voice. When I campaign in certain areas, I'm constantly told I'm the first to show up. 
My district needs a voice, and if elected I will be that voice. So, why should Non-profit clients, volunteers, and employees support 
me? Because at the end of the day, I'm exactly like them. I'm doing something because I believe in it. I think helping out people 
is the best thing anyone can do. At the end of the day, I'm happy knowing I'm trying to make a difference. Even if that differ-
ence is showing up to an area that gets overlooked by City Council.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
I am motivated and determined to do the best that I possibly can. I dropped out of highschool and after a few years decided to 
get my GED. I've learned to appreciate education. After going back to school I earned an associate's degree, bachelor's degree, 
and now I'm in a masters program (Counseling). I didn't settle, and I won't settle. I'm able to share this story with anyone who 
ask. I've inspired people to go back to school. I've motivated people to finish degrees. And at the end of the day, I've shown 
myself that anything is possible as long as you try.
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Joseph Powell, District 2

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
It is unfortunate that nonprofits are treated this way by the City of San Antonio.  The city’s efforts to micromanage non profits 
are fundamentally non efficient.  Public entities have little incentive for efficiency/marginal benefit.  I will work for a city budget 
that reflects the otherwise unaccounted positive externalities by which non-profits benefit society.  I will work with the city 
manager and other council members to recognize the social as well as unrealized fiscal benefit that non-profits bring to the table, 
especially here in San Antonio.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
The city should increase funding in all of these services as long as there is an affordable housing crisis.  It should also work in 
harmony with non-profits and trust the experience that so many of the people in these non-profits bring to our city.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
I will always put people and social entities like non-profits before business.  This is because the non-profit work being done is a 
direct reflection of who we are as a people.  I have been a volunteer for my entire adult life, and I have been a paid employee of 
a 501c3.  Economic growth does not fully benefit society if it creates or increases socio-economic inequality.  Non-profits provide 
essential experience and services for our most at-risk populations, and they will always have a supportive and trusting councilman 
if I am elected.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
I started feeding the unhoused and residentially challenged out of my personal home in Corpus Christi in 2011 with a few like 
minded friends.  Today, ‘Tacos not Bombs’ has become one of the largest homeless feedings in Corpus Christi and receives support 
from many organizations.  I have never sought any formal recognition for this.  But I want you to know that I care very deeply 
about homelessness and the things that contribute to it.  This is just one of the many social issues that you as non-profit workers 
face, but I want you to know that I know what it’s like to have a passion, and I will always admire and respect it in all of San 
antonio’s non-profit workers and volunteers.  You all are so vital for SUSTAINABLE development of our city, and your voice will 
count at city hall and in District 2 planning.  Thanks for all that you do, and keep up the good work.



THE
NONPROFIT
COUNCIL

provided by  

Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Dr. Adriana Rocha Garcia, District 4

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
I have made it a commitment to work with non-profit organizations for more than 20 years. I truly believe that nonprofits help 
keep our quality of life at the top of everyone's mind. With that said, I would utilize my experience serving on nonprofit boards 
and working in nonprofit organizations to leverage staff's knowledge and looking at their growth patterns based on need.  I 
believe that diversity of experience is what helps us understand one another, and by working collaboratively, we can fully under-
stand what our community needs. Some of the smartest, most caring individuals that I know work for nonprofit organizations, 
and I am committed to working with them so that they can have a seat at the table before the City makes critical decisions.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
Considering the demands of our current growth patterns, and with the recent finding on economic segregation in San Antonio, 
I would advocate for the City to increase its funding and work with nonprofit organizations who are experts in the services that 
they provide.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
I have been employed by or volunteered for nonprofit organizations for more than twenty years. I have always been and will 
continue to be an advocate for nonprofits because my neighbors, friends, colleagues and I have all  benefited at one point of our 
lives from their services. Additionally, I believe that working together to improve the lives of all individuals across our city will be 
beneficial for the future of San Antonio.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
I want my nonprofit constituents to know that I am here to work with them. I would love to hear about how they are working 
day after day on improving our community and would like to be a partner in their efforts. I would really encourage nonprofits to 
reach out to me with ideas on how to make San Antonio a truly prosperous community, where everyone succeeds, not just a few. 
I'd love to work with you to get San Antonio to become a model city, where nonprofits work with private and public entities to 
decrease any barriers that our residents may see on their way to improve the quality of life for their families.
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Genevieve Trinidad D4

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing 
solutions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes 
treated by the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and 
‘managing.’  How will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience 
and knowledge in the nonprofit sector?
I would like for us to form a committee to better inform Us (City) to educated us on the many benefits on why we should 
work together to better help our families in San Antonio.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing 
effective services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate 
agency funding priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full 
community participation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding 
on strategies in alignment with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce devel-
opment, youth services for youth development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior 
services.  In addition, the City will continue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, 
emergency assistance and homeless prevention/services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence re-
duction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work 
with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current 
level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
I strongly agree that our non-profits funding should be increased and that our City should established a relationship with 
each other to better serve our families in our communities in San Antonio.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
As an advocate and Volunteer throughout San Antonio, I strongly believe that our non-profits are the glue that keeps our 
families in our communities fed, clothed, etc.. All of my work in San Antonio has been volunteering, helping others by sup-
porting their cause and volunteering when given the opportunity.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
My passion for Humanity is the only reason I am running for office, we need more compassionate candidates in office who 
are concern for the needs of our families, not just pushing policy.
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Johnny Arredondo D - 4

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing 
solutions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes 
treated by the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and 
‘managing.’  How will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience 
and knowledge in the nonprofit sector?
My door will be open to NP and if the NP can show a lot of the money they raise goes back to the community, I will look 
for ways to improve the relationship.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing 
effective services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate 
agency funding priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full 
community participation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding 
on strategies in alignment with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce devel-
opment, youth services for youth development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior 
services.  In addition, the City will continue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, 
emergency assistance and homeless prevention/services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence re-
duction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work 
with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current 
level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
C, until I receive further information about nonprofits

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
Because I don't beat around the bush, I am straight forward.  If an organization can help the community I will support 
them.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
If you want to do business with the city and community,  tell me how much of the money you raise goes to the community. 
If the NP greatly helps the community I will support you. If the NP is given city business I expect positive results, transpar-
ency and accountability.
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Anthony Gres, District 5

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
One of the pillars of my platform is collaboration, finding ways to work with other organizations to find resources to help them 
fulfill their mission. As experts in their field, I would look to my non-profits and city staff to find new means of collaboration to 
enhance the needed services provided our non-profits.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
To meet these goals, I think the City always needs to work cohesively with our non-profits. I also think the City needs to better 
evaluate and review the funding needed by our non-profits to achieve their short and long term goals. I believe the City can also 
assist non-profits with funding gaps and mission critical needs by providing other resources to our non-profit partners.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
I would ask for their support because I understand that our District and City needs collaboration with our non-profits, government 
agencies, and our community to be successful. District 5 is an old District with high poverty levels. We need a movement to bring 
progress for this community, and our non-profits are critical to that movement.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
I want my non-profit constituents to know they are not just important to me, they are worth their weight in gold. I understand I 
can not do this alone, and I will count on their guidance, expertise, and their help to move our District forward.
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Melissa Cabello Havrda, City Council District 6

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
I'm grateful to have worked for the nonprofit San Antonio Parks foundation under Mayor Emeritus Lila Cockrell.  I learned quickly 
how resourceful and helpful nonprofits can be.  Nonprofit organizations are the key to understanding specific issues, but they also 
provide a perspective the City may not have.  I think it is important for City leaders to meet with nonprofits regularly to improve 
the relationship, but also to be more proactive about the problems that nonprofits seek to solve.  Meeting regularly allows all 
sides to benefit from each other's experience and knowledge.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
In order to meet these goals, the City will have to increase its funding.  The priorities listed above are necessary to the well-being 
of our citizens and should be funded as such.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
I have a unique and well-rounded set of experiences and education that will amount to nonprofits and other organizations know-
ing that they will have a seat at the table and will be heard.  I have worked for a former Mayor, nonprofit, private businesses, 
and now own my own small business.  I have served on nonprofit boards such as the Magik Children's Theater andTransplants for 
Children.  I not only have a law degree, but an MBA.  My background has taught me to not rush to decision, but to make sure all 
sides are being heard before finding a solution.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
I respect and value the work that you do.  When I worked for the nonprofit San Antonio Parks Foundation, I met with elected 
officials and then had to go back to mop the floors of our offices.  I know how much nonprofits can do with very little resources.  
Nonprofit employees are some of the most passionate, knowledgeable, and hard-working people in our city.  I fully support the 
work you do and thank you for doing your part to improve our city.
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Councilwoman Ana Sandoval, District 7

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solutions to community 
problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by the City as just vendors paid to provide 
a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and 
better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the nonprofit sector?
According to the SA2020 Report, there are 114 nonprofit organizations serving City Council District 7 constituents, and I recognize the value and im-
portant role that these nonprofit organizations bring to my district. This is why I plan to highlight the work of nonprofit organizations that serve Dis-
trict 7 residents in my weekly electronic newsletter. In addition, I would propose to have a District 7 Nonprofit Summit in 2019 to enable these various 
groups to come together for one day with the objective to have them meet each other and collaborate on mutual efforts and goals.  This Summit would 
be facilitated by a professional convener and a survey would be developed beforehand to learn about the policy issues the nonprofit organizations 
would like to have addressed at such a summit.

I would also encourage that this work not stop with this Summit alone, but that we build on it to sustain the efforts by all those involved.  Further, I 
would want to use the District 7 Summit as a model so that our City Manager and his staff could consider organizing a similar city-wide-summit for all 
nonprofit organizations in our city.
  
From this initiative, I would encourage the Mayor to create a city board or commission exclusively comprised of non-profit organizations to enable us to 
continue strengthening our partnership.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio through investment in 
human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective services and positive outcomes and to 
ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of 
self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community participation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concen-
trates funding on strategies in alignment with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth 
services for youth development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will continue 
to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/services, Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these goals, do you think the City should a) increase its 
funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of 
funding and work with non-profit organizations?
My answer would be, a., increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations.  However, this increase does not all have to come from the city’s 
revenues.  As the 7th largest city in the country, I am of the strong opinion that we can leverage our relationship with private and public funders from 
the state and national level to enlist their support to augment the city funding provided to nonprofit organizations. In addition to this new funding 
source, these private and public funders can provide technical assistance on strengthening organizational and management capacity through staff 
development and training. 

Not too long ago, San Antonio had the fortunate opportunity to work with The Annie E. Casey Foundation on its Making Connections initiative that 
successfully brought many nonprofits together to develop short- and long-term goals.  They were also very instrumental in providing funding to many 
nonprofit organizations in our city.  We need to reactivate these efforts and enlist the participation of national organizations like LISC who recently 
opened a local office in San Antonio.  Other national organizations, like The Enterprise Foundation, have also previously made investments in San 
Antonio.  These organizations may primarily focus on specific issues such as affordable housing, but they also have a holistic approach to community 
development which is very much needed in San Antonio.  I am willing to take the lead as Councilwoman and reach out to these organizations and 
invite them to the table as partners.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
I would say that non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers and employees should support me because I plan to work side-by-side with and for them.  My 
answers to questions 1 and 2 are clear examples of how I plan to “roll up my sleeves” and develop a strong working relationship with the San Antonio 
non-profit community. I recognize that non-profit organizations can serve as change-agents in our community; without their investment in our city, my 
job serving the community would be even more challenging. Ultimately, I believe that we have the same vision of opportunity for the citizens of San 
Antonio.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
My non-profit constituents need to know that I am a woman of my word.  If I pledge to act, I deliver.  My two-year track record as the District 7 Coun-
cilwoman speaks for itself.  I have delivered on every pledge that I made when I was running for office and I continue to develop new initiatives and 
build upon previous successes. 

On a personal level, as an immigrant to this great country, I know and realize the value that non-profit organizations can provide to our citizens to 
help them lead productive lives and have the quality of life that we all deserve. I am grateful for the work the nonprofit community has already accom-
plished, and I look forward to building a stronger relationship with my nonprofit constituents.
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Will McLeod District 7

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solutions to 
community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by the City as just 
vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How will you improve the 
City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the nonprofit sector?
It depends on the role of the non profit.  Non profits help in a various array of issues dealing with city governance. The criteria set forth 
by City Council needs to be look at, examined, and adjusted to meet the cities current needs. Non profits can help clean up issues that 
plague our city, rather it be picking up trash, providing resources to the unemployed and underemployed, empowering our residents to 
gain job skills and assistance.  They provide meals to the needy, such as Meals on Wheels.  Non profits are an asset more than a liability 
to the city. 

The cities relationship with non profits needs to be improved, and as your Councilman, I will introduce legislation to add San Antonio's 
Non Profit Discussion to every City Council meeting on Thursday to discuss the status of our non profits, where 3 items will be discussed 
and presentations will be allowed to be presented to the dias.  Citizens will be able to sign up and state if they are in favor, neutral, or 
opposed.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio through 
investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective services and 
positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding priorities support 
strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community participation among children, 
families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment with City Council priorities 
including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth development and at-risk youth be-
havior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will continue to support the community safety net 
through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), 
domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding 
and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current 
level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
The city needs to decrease its funding and work with non profit organizations on VITA, and healthy lifestyles.
Because these two issues are something that non profits can do better than the city can. That being said, the funding from those two 
programs should go towards domestic violence reductions and child abuse prevention, as those are serious issues facing our city.   Our 
court system is clogged with domestic violence and child abuse cases, and we cannot foster our goals of healthy lifestyles without tack-
ling our child abuse, and domestic violence program.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
Non profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees should support Will McLeod for District 7 because our current City Councilwom-
an is out of touch with the majority of her constituency. She signed a climate accord that will basically ban most modes of transporta-
tion along with eliminating thousands of jobs.  She is part of our broken system, and the City of San Antonio needs a fresh face on the 
dias.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
I previously ran for Mayor in 2017, I have been active in my community by removing overhanging tree limbs in the city right of way, 
I succesfully got CPS energy to fix the burned out street lights on Medical Drive in the Medical Center, and got a sidewalk installed on 
Fredericksburg and Vance Jackson. I work hard in fixing our community and plan to do so regardless of the outcome of the election. I 
am the ONLY candidate that uses public transit and will continue to do so, if I am elected. I am the only candidate that can get the 
ball rolling on improving our public transit system which is currently stuck in the 20th century and can recruit more ridership among 
public transit by rethinking VIA and all of it's bus routes.  VIA needs a reset of it's bus routes, and if elected, I plan on Day 1, to 
amended the COSA funding of VIA Metropolitan Transit which was past in 2017 by the San Antonio City Council.



Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

KIMBERLY GRANT 7

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
WE NEED TO CREATE MORE OF A PARTNERSHIP WITH THESE ORGANIZATIONS. IT TAKES A VILLAGE TO RAISE A CHILD... IT'S GOING 
TO REQUIRE THAT SAME MINDSET TO MAKE PROGRESSIVE MOVES FOR THE GOOD OF OUR CITY.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
C) MAINTAIN ITS CURRENT LEVEL OF FUNDING AND WORK WITH NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS... 
THIS WOULD BE IDEAL, BUT THIS IS TRULY NOT AN A, B 
or C QUESTION. IT ULTIMATELY DEPENDS ON THE FUNDING OF THE CURRENT NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION AND WHETHER OR NOT 
ADDITIONAL FUNDING IS NEEDED OR THERE IS A POSSIBILITY OF CURTAILING THAT FUNDING.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
I AM A DAUGHTER, SISTER, MOTHER, GRANDMOTHER. I AM YOUR FRIEND, YOUR NEIGHBOR, CITIZEN IN MY OWN COMMUNITY. I 
HAVE WORKED WITH MANY NON-PROFITS OVER THE YEARS AND PEOPLE OF THE COMMUNITY ONE-ON-ONE. I KNOW PEOPLE! I KNOW 
THEIR NEEDS, THEIR STRUGGLES, THEIR DREAMS. I LOVE THIS CITY AND THE PEOPLE IN IT.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
I KNOW THE HEARTS AND SOULS OF THESE PEOPLE. THEY DON'T GET RICH DOING WHAT THEY'RE DOING, BUT THEY CONTINUE TO DO 
IT FOR THE PEOPLE! YOU HAVE TO HAVE A SPECIAL KIND OF PLACE IN YOUR HEART FOR THAT! I HAVE WORKED WITH PEOPLE, VOL-
UNTEERED FOR VARIOUS NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS OVER THE PAST 25 YEARS AND I HAVE THAT HEART! I AM RUNNING SOLELY 
FOR THE PEOPLE!
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Manny Pelaez D8

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solutions to commu-
nity problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by the City as just vendors paid 
to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How will you improve the City’s relationship 
with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the nonprofit sector?
As you know, I served almost 20 years at the General Counsel for The Battered Women & Children's Shelter (FVPS). I  share your concern about 
the City's we-know-better-than-you approach to working with nonprofits as I was on the receiving end when I represented FVPS and other 
nonprofits.  I bring the memory of that experience to my work as your councilman and it informs how I've worked with local nonprofits. You 
know  that my office is a safe harbor for nonprofit leaders to get their priorities heard and their concerns addressed. The most important way I 
have found to improve the relationship with the city is to appoints nonprofit executive leaders to boards and commissions. It has proven to be 
a successful strategy because it gives your stakeholders a better understanding of the moving parts that go into creating policy and managing 
a city. More importantly, however, it gives city staff the opportunity to work with you and get to know you in a different context - - thereby 
strengthening relationships by creating more connections.  For those of you who have accepted my invitation to engage in this way, you've 
reported that it is working and that your dealings with the city are more meaning.  Mission accomplished!

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio through invest-
ment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective services and positive 
outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding priorities support strategies that 
facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community participation among children, families, and seniors.  
Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment with City Council priorities including promoting long-term 
and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, 
and senior services.  In addition, the City will continue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency 
assistance and homeless prevention/services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse pre-
vention.  To meet these goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its 
funding and work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
A!  The funding my council colleagues and I appropriate in the budget is undoubtedly impactful, but we can improve - - a lot. When we consid-
er that San Antonio's population is exploding at an exponential rate, there is no debate that we have to focus our attention on improving and 
building out more roads, sewers, utility capacity, and increasing services for the new San Antonians and for our current residents. We are mak-
ing these forward-thinking investments with a sense of urgency because of how fast we're growing and how fast the needs are increasing. The 
same urgency needs to be brought  to delegate agency funding.  This sudden demographic shift is going to bring bigger challenges that need to 
be met by strong nonprofit community ready to deploy vital services. That strength needs to be bolstered with funding.  You have my commit-
ment that I'll continue to fight for more budget investment so that we will be ready and so that the quality of your services does not suffer.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
Because I'm one of you. I come from the non-profit universe and my experiences fighting for you and standing shoulder-to-shoulder with you 
inform my policy decisions.  Also, I offer the expertise and experience necessary to manage through the difficult conversations and solve the 
tough problems. I have decades of experience managing vertically integrated organizations, managing multimillion dollar budgets, and long 
term strategic planning.  Lastly, I hope I've proven to you, by way of my many partnerships with your organizations, that I hold social justice 
and community health as values which determine how I approach the work I do.  I owe a lot to my experience as a nonprofit advocate because 
it provides me with a leadership lens that makes me a better councilman.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
I've got your back and I'm very fortunate to have yours. The relationship I have with the nonprofit community is one of unburnished can-
dor - raw honesty between friends. You have been superbly helpful in my decision making process by not shying away from opportunities to 
understand problems from your perspective. Like good friends should, your members have come to me and counseled me on how to be a better 
advocate for you and my constituents. You have called me to have difficult conversations about how I can improve and serve you better. You 
have helped me avoid obstacles that, without your support, I would have stumbled over.  I owe my success to your support and friendship and 
I hope that this relationship has proven to be of value to you, too.  I very honored to have so many of you on my list of advisors and mentors. 
It is a very special honor to serve you and those that rely on your important work.
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Tony Valdivia District 8

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
I believe that nonprofits are more agile and more responsive than city government. I would look to partner with nonprofits to 
implement the type of solutions the city can't do on it's own.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
C.) With an openness to reevaluate allocation of resources to achieve optimal outcomes. I am committed to partnering with non-
profits implement the best possible solutions.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
Having served on the board of a nonprofit, I am familiar with the struggles and the challenges that nonprofits routinely face. In 
addition, most of my staff have experience working for nonprofits.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
I regularly donate and volunteer for various nonprofits. I am committed to creating long-term partnerships with our nonprofits 
operating in San Antonio.
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Richard Reza Versace, District 9

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
as long as the ideas are efficient and effective and trying  to move San Antonio  forward its great idea, i have a great respect 
for people who are trying to help ordinary people and yes we should keep government out of issues on hand and that non profits 
organisation want to help ordinary people not huge corporation

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
we can always improve on our budget to do great things for instance we need to improve inner city schools, the school dropout in 
south side has double we need great programs how to keep our children in schools , furthermore, need programs to rehabilitate 
south side San Antonio every one fleeing  to north side north side. yes, increase funding for some particular areas!

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
I have a passion to help people, and i know i can make a difference , i have many years experience working with people and i 
love to volunteer.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
that i am here for them , i am a great listener and we can be stronger together, speak and speak truth!
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Nicholas Balderas - District 9

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
I will recommend a two-fold approach to the City's relationships with non-profits.  First, I support the establishment of an annual 
"non-profit day", where City council and selected City leaders can meet, interact, and hear presentations by interested non-profit 
organizations.  Second, for any major ordinance or issue in front of City Council, I will encourage City Council to invite non-profits 
with expertise or specific knowledge of the issues to prepare "white papers" or non-binding input into the discussion to ensure all 
voices and sources of expertise are considered.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
As a candidate not currently on the City Council, I do not have full visibility on funding levels and contracts or service agree-
ments/relationships with the non-profit sector.  At a minimum, I believe the City should maintain a responsible level of funding 
and work with non-profits at the existing levels until I am elected and have had the opportunity to review budgets and agree-
ments to give a more informed opinion.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
Because I believe in the great work and understand what non-profits do for our neighborhoods, communities, and society as a 
whole, I know that I am the ideal candidate for support.  In my life, I have volunteered in non-profits and have seen how pro-
foundly different the atmosphere is when people understand, believe, and work cooperatively towards ideals, mission statements, 
and causes.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
My campaign has pledged to personally reach all constituents of District 9 and make it known that their voice matters in City 
Hall.  If elected, I will faithfully represent all of District 9's constituents equally.   Further, my campaign has also pledged not 
to accept any PAC or special-interest backed financial support, relying instead on individual contributions and volunteers to win 
District 9.
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Elise Kibler, District 10

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
I think the focus of the City Council as whole needs to shift from helping businesses make money to helping the people.  I 
respect what non profits accomplish in this city and have served on the board of the Austin Milk Bank, a non profit in Austin.  I 
am a pediatrician by training and want to serve the city and represent my district in a way that promotes the mission of any 
organization that helps the city.  My passions include protecting the environment and helping those less fortunate.  Bringing 
mental health services to people that can otherwise not afford them and preventing child abuse are important ways we can help 
the public.  I would support the missions of the non profits without micromanaging their every move.  The decisions about how 
to run the non profits are best left in the hands of their board of directors.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
As a pediatrician in five local hospitals, I have seen first hand the effects of child abuse.   I was also a foster mother for six 
months.  My mother was a victim of domestic violence.  I have also seen first hand the workers of Children's Protective Services 
and Center for Miracles doing their best with the resources on hand to protect the children of San Antonio.  Bexar County has the 
highest rate of child abuse in the state of Texas.  This has to change.   The financial restraints place our children at risk.  We also 
need to do everything we can to protect unborn infants of mothers addicted to illegal drugs.   I would do everything under my 
power to help increase funding towards organizations that directly help the people of San Antonio.  We need to increase funding 
towards organizations that improve access to mental health services for people that cannot afford them.  This will directly help a 
number of homeless people. I would be more than happy to listen to experts from non profits seeking to help these individuals on 
how to assist their efforts.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
My purpose in running for office is to help the people of San Antonio that need support and assistance from the city.  I believe 
many non profits share that common goal.  I have experience as a pediatrician in this city to see where the needs are.   I will 
make every effort to support those organizations whose goal is to help the people and environment of this city.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
I am a single mother and a pediatrician.   I am not a politician and have no special interest other than to help.  I am here to of-
fer my experiences and training to help the city of San Antonio.  I will listen to the experts and the people of my district.  I will 
use my best judgement to utilize city funding to help the people who need it most.  I will support the efforts of organizations 
who strive to protect and support our citizens and environment.
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Q1
Please enter your name and District Number.

Linda Montellano District 10

Q2
Nonprofit organizations can play a unique role in city government by providing input on policy issues and developing solu-
tions to community problems without the influence of politics and profit.  Unfortunately nonprofits are sometimes treated by 
the City as just vendors paid to provide a specific contracted service and in need of constant monitoring and ‘managing.’  How 
will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge in the 
nonprofit sector?
I think it’s important that everyone that sits on city council at one point volunteers in the nonprofit sector. I myself have been a 
volunteer with the American Red Cross for five years and they volunteer at Haven for Hope along with other nonprofit organiza-
tions.  Humbling ones self gives you insight and a better understanding of how nonprofit organizations help our community and 
surrounding communities. If elected, I will continue to volunteer in the nonprofit sector to give my peers first hand ideas how we 
can work together and help each other for the betterment of San Antonio.

Q3
The City’s annual budget continues its strong commitment to strengthening long term economic viability in San Antonio 
through investment in human and workforce development.  The funding aims to direct investments toward providing effective 
services and positive outcomes and to ensure integration with the City’s direct services. The City’s delegate agency funding 
priorities support strategies that facilitate the achievement of self-sufficiency, healthy lifestyles, and full community partici-
pation among children, families, and seniors.  Specifically, the current Budget concentrates funding on strategies in alignment 
with City Council priorities including promoting long-term and short-term workforce development, youth services for youth 
development and at-risk youth behavior prevention, school completion, and senior services.  In addition, the City will contin-
ue to support the community safety net through investment in basic needs, emergency assistance and homeless prevention/
services, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA), domestic violence reduction, and child abuse prevention.  To meet these 
goals, do you think the City should a) increase its funding and work with non-profit organizations, b) decrease its funding and 
work with non-profit organizations, or c) maintain its current level of funding and work with non-profit organizations?
Although I am not certain with the budget is for funding nonprofit organizations I think it’s important that we maintain a work-
ing relationship with all nonprofit organizations. One is not better than the other because they all have their specific areas of life  
they target and that is what’s important.

Q4
Why should non-profit clients, supporters, volunteers, and employees support you?
I think the supporters of nonprofits should support me because I understand that without contributions and donations nonprofits 
cannot exist. I think the volunteers and employees of nonprofits should support me because I am a volunteer I have several non-
profit organizations. I think the employees of nonprofits should support me because I understand the workload that they have to 
maintain and what it takes to reach out to volunteers and bring in volunteers.

Q5
What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
I have dedicated most of my adult life volunteering and putting others before me. I have been volunteering with the American 
Red Cross for five years setting up shelters feed those in the path of a disaster putting my life on hold so that  I can put those in 
need before me.  I have volunteered at the Guadalupe house, wounded warriors, haven for hope and now I a new  volunteer op-
portunity will be at the rape crisis Center here in San Antonio. I am an advocate for the people I will continue to be an advocate 
for the people whether I am elected or not I will never stop putting humanity before myself.


