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In keeping with our agency’s mission to SUPPORT, CONNECT and 
STRENGTHEN the leadership of nonprofit organizations, The Nonprofit 
Council is providing this guide to the 2021 City Council Candidates. 
All candidates were given the opportunity to provide answers to 
these questions which pertain specifically to the nonprofit sector.
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Q1: How will you improve the City’s relationship with nonprofits and better 
tap into and utilize the experience and knowledge of the nonprofit sector?

Lauro A. Bustamante District 1 
I will have an open door policy to meet with leaders to improve the health, safety and education of District 1

Mario Bravo District 1 
Nonprofits provide essential services to our community and are invaluable partners to our city government. I have spent the last 
six years working for a nonprofit organization and know too well what it is like to be asked for input or assistance once a policy is 
already being rolled out. I will include input and guidance from nonprofits from the very beginning of our policy-making process. I 
will have a policy of regularly communicating upcoming policy plans with the Nonprofit Council so that members are able to weigh 
in early on in the process. 

Carl Booker | District 2  
Each individual non profits need to provide information so council and city staff can have better outreach to benefit the different 
organizations.

Dori L Brown, District 2  
I would first like to utilize the nonprofits in my district.  Once I see what their focus and mission is, I will engage them in areas that 
best fit the needs of the district while helping them grow and expand their services.

Jalen McKee-Rodriguez, District 2 
One of the ways I would improve relationships within the realm of my Council office is the development of a District 2 advisory 
board comprised of neighborhood leaders, community organizations, and nonprofits to make policy, budgeting, and community 
engagement recommendations. I will also maintain an open-door policy with nonprofit organizations. There are high-priority needs 
in my district that many nonprofit organizations are working to fill. My goal, especially during budget negotiations, will be to lean 
into the organizations already doing the work to help give additional tools, resources, and funds to further address the needs of the 
community.

Angela Cardona, District 3  
I will look to the work of the non-profit sector as an extension of community services offered  via COSA and beyond. Collaboration is 
critical to serving the needs and filling the gaps of public services in our community. I will continue leaning on these resources and 
the experts in these fields as I have done for my neighborhood.

Mark A. Vargas Jr., District 3 
“I believe non-profit organizations can provide us with invaluable data and services to the city. As someone who serves as an 
ambassador for a nonprofit, I know of how important the people who work with these organizations can be. I want to expand that 
partnership between the City and Nonprofits by actively bringing them on board and helping to solve the issues that affect the city. 
SA2020 was a great example, where we collectively mapped out how and who can help with specific cause areas the people set. That 
is a model that I want to build upon, especially after this pandemic.

Curtis Mueller 4 
Ive already been in talks with quite a few nonprofits on ways that we can address homelessness mental health issues and infrastruc-
ture. Nonprofits are my passion and I worked in them for the past 10 years.

Dr. Adriana Rocha Garcia, District 4 
I believe in the work that our nonprofit partners do. They are our front line responders and are our allies in caring for our communi-
ties. I am not afraid to ask the experts (in this case, nonprofits) for their advice in issues that they have been working on, some-
times for many years. 

Jason Mata for City Council Dirstrict 5  
I would meet with non-profits in my area and learn of their services and program needs.  I will not duplicate services and prefer to 
partner with non-profit organization who already set up to perform the task.

Anthony Gres, district 5 
The first thing I would like to do is focus on acknowledging and empowering the district 5 non profits abilities to connect to our 
community. They are able to connect in a way city staff isn’t able to, and acknowledging and leveraging that community trust to 
further develop city programs is what is needed for our district. 
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David Christopher Yanez from District 5 
First, I would understand the perspective of the Non Profit and be the leader that listens for the best solutions to come forth and 
have their expertise included.  Next to discuss the anticipation of issues and keep a good line of communication open in order to be 
proactive instead of reactive. 

Robert Hernandez District 6 
As an employee at a local nonprofit i understand how important it is for the city to make partnerships with the nonprofit sector and 
let the nonprofit do what they know best. One thing I would like to see the city do is create a true “”Housing first program”” with 
local nonprofits. 

Councilwoman Melissa Cabello Havrda, District 6 
Having served on several non-profit boards such as Grandparents Raising Grandchildren and the Magik Children’s Theatre and formally 
worked at the San Antonio Parks Foundation under the late Mayor Lila Cockrell, I know the value and services nonprofits provide to 
our community.  I am a full-time disability attorney, so I routinely work with nonprofits to ensure my clients receive the services 
they need.  As the District 6 Councilwoman, I work with Habitat for Humanity, who has a large neighborhood in my district, because 
the need for affordable housing is so pressing.  The Food Bank is also in my district and I am working with them on food insecurity 
issues in my district and alternatives to assisting residents’ access to healthy foods.  As I plan new initiatives, I routinely look for 
nonprofit partners to assist me, I lean on their knowledge and resources to produce results.  I will continue to press the city to part-
ner with groups who can assist our residents in times of need, such as Lyft fund, but also in general planning.

Manny Pelaez - DISTRICT 8 
I am a product of the nonprofit sector. All of you know that, for 20+ years, I served as the General Counsel for the Battered Wom-
en & Children’s Shelter. In my law practice, I represent many Nonprofit Council member agencies.  Over the past four years as your 
councilman, I have insisted that we increase the participation of nonprofit agencies on our boards and commissions. I am happy to 
report that my efforts have paid off in that my council colleagues and I have appointed many nonprofit Executive Directors or mem-
bers of their agency staffs to serve as board members or commissioners on city boards.  Also, I have consulted with many of your 
members BEFORE casting any vote that might impact nonprofits.  I will continue to proactively reach out to nonprofit leaders in all 
my important decisions going forward.
  
Rob Rodriguez District 8 
I will strive to have a more open dialog with the non-profit community as to their strengths, expertise, and capabilities into solving 
some of the most pressing societal needs of our city. I would improve the city’s relationships with non-profits by attending and 
promoting various non-profit events, promoting district corporate/non-profit events that encouraged employee volunteerism, and 
soliciting input and inclusion of nonprofits in finding solutions to district problems.

Alex Svehla - City Council 10 
I believe it is important to create a lasting working relationship between council and non-profits. Non-profits serve our community 
in a variety of ways that not many people understand or appreciate. When city council does not work with non-profits it creates a 
divide between both sides. For instance, when I was an administrator at Roy Maas Youth Alternatives, we petitioned the Boerne city 
council to add a school zone by our facility as we both had a school and children at our residence 24/7. City council did not place a 
school zone but instead added a “children at play” sign, which failed to slow down traffic. Not only did this disappoint our organiza-
tion, but it created a distrust between the organization and the city.

Clayton Perry, District 10 
Communication and collaboration are key to improving this relationship. Nonprofits are a critical part of the fabric that makes up the 
safety net for our community, and they create jobs for thousands of our neighbors. Where the government is limited by funding and 
core competencies on certain issues, nonprofits fill the void and provide necessary services to benefit the community. I have always 
been a proponent of utilizing the experience and knowledge of the nonprofit sector to be a true partner with the government. The 
local government simply does not have the resources to be all things to all people. I have asked the nonprofits to also abandon the 
“stove-pipe” thinking and instead collaborate together so that resources can be pooled and better utilized. I believe the Nonprofit 
Council plays a key role in that effort. Through open collaboration among nonprofits and the local government, limited resources 
can have a greater impact on the given issue we are collectively trying to address. It is also very important that the local govern-
ment clearly communicate its goals and objectives to the nonprofit sector so that programs can be built around those goals from the 
experts in those fields.

Gabrien Gregory 10 
In my first week on Council, I would like to meet with nonprofit leaders and the Nonprofit Council to learn where we can fill in gaps 
and  collaborate more. I strongly support our nonprofit sector and believe your voice needs to be elevated locally.
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Q2: Based on the 2020 San Antonio Nonprofit Impact study, approximate-
ly 1,500 nonprofits employ 68,000 citizens in the City of SA or 14% of the 
workforce. What is your plan to ensure the sustainability and involvement of 
these crucial local assets?

Lauro A. Bustamante District 1 
Non profits  are the pulse and voice of the District and together we can solve problems. i would have a non profit leaders as part of 
my staff.

Mario Bravo District 1 
I will be a champion on city council for our local nonprofit community. I will help share data highlighting the accomplishments of 
our nonprofit community and work with my colleagues to persuade them to make sure that our city shows up to support our non-
profit community. I will strategize with you and work with you to ensure that we get the 6+ votes on council. 

Carl Booker | District 2 
Because of the COVID crisis we need to listen to the non profits and find out any weakness they might have endured and try to 
repair them to precovid numbers

Dori L Brown, District 2 
I don’ t believe in recreating the wheel. So that being said partnering with Nonprofits is crucial when you know they have the heart 
of the people they serve. My approach is reflected in the previous answer. 

Jalen McKee-Rodriguez, District 2 
“San Antonio’s nonprofits have staying power, and they need support from our city’s leadership. I believe there is capacity to create 
a nonprofit liaison who connects with our city’s nonprofit organizations to better sense what needs exist within the organizations. 
I would like to work with nonprofits to ensure employees feel safe, valued, and respected in the workplace and would like to work 
to help nonprofits develop the infrastructure to pay a minimum wage of over $15 per hour, establish greater nondiscrimination 
protections, and union rights for workers. These organizations would be boosted and have higher priority for city contracts and 
City Council Project Funds. There is capacity to help nonprofits remain sustainable, and become increasingly sustainable in areas in 
which they are not. This will take collaboration, and I believe no decisions should be made without consultation from both nonprofit 
employers and employees.”

Angela Cardona, District 3 
My plan is to advocate for the agencies providing the services that are most critical to serving the needs and filling the gap for 
those needs in our community. It will also be critical to build collaboration among the agencies to leverage assets locally for the 
greatest impact. 

Mark A. Vargas Jr., District 3 
“Nonprofit organizations are a crucial part of our local economy and help us reach our goals to be sustainable. As with many indus-
tries, NPOs have been hit hard by this pandemic. We need to make sure that we are adequately funding them as we recover from the 
effects of this. I plan to be a partner and fighter, because I firmly believe that NPOs help make our city better and ease a lot of our 
community members into the change-making process. As we move forward, there is a major deficit hole that we will find ourselves 
in, but I we have received around $800 million in federal funding to both the city and the county. As councilman, I want to make 
sure we are allocating it wisely and awarding it to those in need, but also partners that can help lift the community up. post-
COVID.”

Curtis Mueller 4 
Open up more volunteer opportunities, spotlight each organization along with volunteer opportunities that are available and of 
course talk to the people on the front lines about the actual issues that they’re seeing.

Dr. Adriana Rocha Garcia, District 4 
We must continue to invest in nonprofits through delegate agency designation, but also through formal and informal partnerships to 
leverage their unique knowledge of the populations that they serve. 
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Jason Mata for City Council Dirstrict 5 
I will work with local non-profits and share any vital information of resources available to them.   I will also work with local 
non-profits to ensure that their budget needs are met.  

Anthony Gres, district 5 
Marrying the non profits to existing and new city programs is crucial. I also believe in increasing delegate agency funding to help 
increase access to programs for district 5 residents.

David Christopher Yanez from District 5 
I will do my best to support this important sector and keep them involved and relevant.  I would not want them displaced any fur-
ther because of Covid 19 and we must plan together for the future to keep them employed.
 
Robert Hernandez District 6 
Nonprofits are important in San Antonio. I believe nonprofits will play a big role in bridging the gap of inequalities through out the 
city. I would oppose any cuts to city funding to local nonprofit. I would also support prop A,. I  believe Prop A will allow the City to 
look in to new opportunities to help the city most vulnerable citizens.

Councilwoman Melissa Cabello Havrda, District 6 
We will be facing budget shortfalls due to COVID, but it is important that we do not try to make up for these potential short falls 
by cutting our nonprofit partner programs, such as our partnerships with Haven for Hope or Meals on Wheels.  When we rework the 
budget in August, I will be looking at this closely to ensure cuts do not occur.  The city needs our nonprofit partners to help our 
citizens.

Manny Pelaez - DISTRICT 8 
When it comes to regional economic impact differences between nonprofits and for-profit organizations is primarily one of IRS clas-
sification and not much else.  Nonprofits don’t just employ tens of thousands of San Antonians.  Your organizations also purchase 
BILLIONS of dollars of services, products, water, and electricity. The vast economic ripple effect that your collective group has on 
our economy has never been fully understood.  Local government and the for-profit sector has always discounted this impact and 
done very little to quantify it and help foment its impact. I have been full-throated in my advocacy for your sector by reminding 
people that we need to incentivize your organizations to buy local, hire local, and recruit talent to San Antonio.

Rob Rodriguez District 8 
When elected, I would ensure the sustainability and involvement of nonprofits by being responsive and cognizant to their needs. 
In an age of shrinking local governmental financial support, I would look for opportunities state and federal grants  (Community 
Development Block Grants) to augment non-profit budgets. I would also look for ways to make development of capital improvement 
projects for non-profits easier and less costly by reducing red-tape and working with the community in acceptance of projects.

Alex Svehla - City Council 10 
For those in the non-profit field, it is no secret that non-profit have to rely on donors to sustain their operations. When city council 
creates partnerships with non-profits, it helps bring awareness to critical non-profit groups such as what is commonly done with SA 
Food Bank.

Clayton Perry, District 10 
“There is no doubt that the nonprofit sector is critical to our local economy. I have always been a staunch supporter of our business 
community, and that includes nonprofit businesses. I am proud of my record of supporting our business community in San Antonio. 
From pushing for removing bureaucratic red tape to allow more local contracts to be awarded to local businesses, to advocating for 
more federal stimulus dollars to be allocated to businesses, I am always going to do my part to fight for improvements to our econo-
my. I believe in constant collaboration with the nonprofit sector to work together to resolve the needs of the community.  

Gabrien Gregory 10 
From an initial meeting, I anticipate nonprofit leaders would present great ideas about how we can involve local nonprofits more. 
From the conversations I have had thus far with leaders of nonprofit organizationss in San Antonio, we can certainly do more to 
ensure you have access to resources available, such as grants. We can improve the process by which you receive that information 
(applications, etc.), and make sure you do receive information. I also want to push to modernize our website/technology overall and 
streamline the application process through the city. Lastly, I definitely to recognize a lot of nonprofits with leaders who are people 
of color or women often receive less support. That needs to change. will have an open door policy to meet with leaders to improve 
the health, safety and education of District 1
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Q3: Where do you prioritize the City’s funding of Social Services compared to 
its Workforce Development funding?

Lauro A. Bustamante District 1 
Social Services are a priority to prepare for workforce develpment and sucess.The greatest need today is in social services

Mario Bravo District 1 
I will make evidence-based, data driven decisions. If you can show me evidence that a certain best practice will achieve better re-
sults, I will champion that practice, whether it means prioritizing social services or workforce development. I suspect it will be some 
combination of the two, and neither will be successful if we don’t treat you as a full partner in how we move forward. 

Carl Booker | District 2 
There has to be balance. But we must be willing to address any shortfalls from the 2020 downturn

Dori L Brown, District 2 
It’s in the top five. Maintaining and expanding a workforce is vital to the growth and sustainability of the city.

Jalen McKee-Rodriguez, District 2 
I believe social services requires greater funding, but there is room in the budget for both if the city realigns its priorities. A key 
part of my platform is the establishment of a Department of Crime Prevention, lead by criminologists who can make policy and 
budget recommendations in an effort to reduce crime and shift funding away from SAPD. This will allow for our community’s greatest 
needs to be met, including various social services. There is no reason that every department in the city receives budget cuts, while 
a public safety department with no clear, sustainable crime prevention plan continues to receive increased funding when there is no 
clear correlation as crime continues to increase. The city must begin leaning into the advice and knowledge of experts.

Angela Cardona, District 3 
I believe the funding for Social Services and Workforce Development go hand in hand and should both be considered as the highest 
priority for funding. It takes these two entities to provide the most security among individuals and our families across our City.

Mark A. Vargas Jr., District 3 
“I have several reforms that I would like to see happen within city services. San Antonio has a rising mental health, substance 
abuse, and homelessness problem, all of which require more attention and need. But we are also a compassionate city and we need 
to deal with these issues humanely. I want to see more funding allocated for clinical psychiatrists and social workers to help deal 
with these issues, and I would like to see these people hired within SAPD. I also want to make sure that we are providing adequate 
funding to address some long-standing socio-economic issues to ensure we can prevent people from dealing with these problems at 
the start. “

Curtis Mueller 4 
I feel they are both important but the social services are what’s needed more at this time.  I’m planning to prioritize mental health 
and drug addiction while working on ending homelessness.

Dr. Adriana Rocha Garcia, District 4 
I believe that an equal combination of funding should continue to be provided. In the current Workforce Development funding, a 
percentage of the funds devoted to the area, that are specifically designated to support wrap-around services needed by program 
participants. 

Jason Mata for City Council Dirstrict 5 
As a person who works with three very viable nonprofits I understand the needs for Social Services , especially in city District 5.   I 
believe that Social Services and workforce go hand in hand especially to address Poverty. 

Anthony Gres, district 5 
For district 5 residents and non profits it’s largely one in the same. I do believe that social needs need to be taken care of first and 
then from there provide access to workforce training. Some of our D5 non profits like the Madonna Center, Project Quest, YWCA and 
Good Samaritan do provide those wrap around services and I believe that this model is the most successful.
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David Christopher Yanez from District 5 
Social Services such as food assistance, health care, police and fire service and job training are essential to the maintenance and 
stability of a cities reliability, and funding must be allocated accordingly.  It is also the role of council person to examine and ac-
count for all these expenditures to make sure we are getting the most bang for the buck and to reallocate funding to other areas like 
workforce development to overcome the hurdle of Covid 19 challenges as we prepare for the time after the Covid 19 realignment of 
industries.  Lets plan together. 

Robert Hernandez District 6 
At the same level. I believe they go hand and hand. You can not build a strong workforce while that workforce is going through 
health or mental issues. San Antonio is a great city that is growing at a fast pace. The city needs to keep up with Housing, child 
care, health and mental health issues. I believe that the city and nonprofits can collaborate to assist its citizens. 

Councilwoman Melissa Cabello Havrda, District 6  
I think both these areas are vital to our economic recovery.  As stated above, I will look to ensure we do not make cuts especially to 
our social services because our residents need them more than ever to assist them in the case of losing their jobs due to COVID or 
needing medical or financial assistance.

Manny Pelaez - DISTRICT 8 
Our social service goals and our workforce development goals are coexistent and we only succeed at one if we succeed at the other.  
In other words, your agencies’ success is symbiotic with the success of all our Initiatives - - ALL OF THEM.  When our mutual clients 
(i.e. San Antonians) are employed, healthier, safer, and more resilient then nonprofits and City Council have done our jobs.  We will 
fail EVERY SINGLE TIME if we ignore the interconnectedness of our respective missions and the impact of our work.

Rob Rodriguez District 8 
Nonprofit organizational employees and service recipients should have equal access to  workforce development dollars. I would look 
for ways to be inclusive of skills training and certifications for workers needed in the social services arena into workforce develop-
ment funding. I would also promote access of workforce development dollars to service recipients of nonprofit organizations.

Alex Svehla - City Council 10 
Right now workforce development training largely trains for private workforce placement. City council could work with non-profit 
groups in what types of positions could be trained for to send non-profit employees into the workplace. 

Clayton Perry, District 10 
I have supported the City’s Delegate Agency funding for social services every budget cycle. I know there are always more needs than 
available funding to cover those needs, and I know that the cost of doing business goes up nearly every year. I have advocated for 
changes to the Delegate Agency process to focus in on more tangible results to be measured in the metrics provided by nonprofits 
who partner with the City, and I have asked nonprofits to consider collaborating with each other to help those limited public funds 
go further. I know the process is not perfect, but I am always open to learning more and working with the City to improve that 
process. Workforce Development funding is going to be covered by the 1/8th cent sales tax and should have a constant stream of 
funding for several years. I voted against that proposition because I felt that the program had too many loose ends and unanswered 
questions. I was also uncomfortable with the low estimates of completion. I always ask - what is our return on investment? We can 
see through proper metrics what the return on investment is in our delegate agency funding. It will be interesting to see what sort 
of metrics are used to determine the return on investment for the workforce development program.

Gabrien Gregory 10 
I definitely want to focus on improving the workforce plan recently passed by the voters, but there is no doubt the nonprofit sector 
needs more recognition and support - especially those who deal with social issues directly here in San Antonio. We can do more to 
prioritize nonprofit support.
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Q4: The Nonprofit Council has been supporting, connecting, and strengthen-
ing the leadership of the nonprofit sector for over 17 years.  Our members 
are the Leaders of are over 200 agencies representing all 10 City Council 
Districts.  Before this questionnaire, had you heard of the Nonprofit Council? 
If elected how would you utilize the vast experience and knowledge of TNC 
to engage our membership in your role as a City Councilperson?

Lauro A. Bustamante District 1 
I would devote a portion of my staff to nonprofit development 

Mario Bravo District 1 
I have been a member or the Nonprofit Council in the past and follow you on social media. I will commit to meeting with your mem-
bership on a regular basis to explore how we can work together. I’d also support ideas such as having my staff and I participate in a 
“speed dating” or some other event or your choice that would help us become familiar with your missions and services that you offer 
so that my staff and I are better informed on how to work with you as a partner in serving our community. 

Carl Booker | District 2 
I am not aware of the Nonprofit Council impact in district 2. More awareness of your group could be improved.

Dori L Brown, District 2 
I don’t think I have heard of TNC before.  Communication is the key. Being aware of the resources your members offer and establish-
ing regular monthly talks to collobrate on what both sides need and being proactive on challenges that may be coming our way is 
step one in establishing a working relationship.

Jalen McKee-Rodriguez, District 2 
Prior to this questionnaire, I had only limited knowledge of the Nonprofit Council. I believe the experts and people who have been 
doing the work deserve the space to share their expertise and have it be heard. The development of an advisory board, an open-door 
policy, and the appointment of members to boards and commissions are a few of the steps I will take as Councilperson to ensure the 
experience and knowledge of TNC is utilized within the City’s decision-making!

Angela Cardona, District 3 
Yes, I am aware of the Nonprofit Council and have benefitted from their services and participated in the workshops. I also share the 
job listings throughout my own network and will continue to do so in a greater capacity when elected to City Council.

Mark A. Vargas Jr., District 3 
Throughout this campaign, I have not claimed to know everything. The point of my job is to provide leadership and representation 
to my district, while seeking their advice on the matters at hand. We might not agree on everything, but that is okay, because we 
all love our community and can work together to make it better.I will always have an open-door policy and pledge to meet with any-
one, as long as they are willing to come to the table and meet. Non-profit organizations will be a steadfast partner in what I would 
like to achieve and I am looking forward to continuing that partnership.

Curtis Mueller 4 
I know which nonprofits do what and who the experts are to talk to because they see all the issues and actively work towards solu-
tions.

Dr. Adriana Rocha Garcia, District 4 
Yes, in previous positions at nonprofits, I have utilized the resources provided by the Nonprofit Council and I will continue spreading 
the message to nonprofit organizations in my community that can benefit from its services too.
 
Jason Mata for City Council Dirstrict 5 
Yes I have heard of the Nonprofit Council and strongly believe that your work is essential and vital to the Non-profit sector of San 
Antonio.  I would like to meet with The Non-profit Sector membership and stay engaged with your membership as much as possible.
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Anthony Gres, district 5 
I had previously heard of the this group. I would use this group to help focus our social services and increase accessibility to them 
through our non profit partners.

David Christopher Yanez from District 5 
I had heard of the Big Give Program that unites and presents for the purpose of supporting a charity. If elected, I would use the ex-
pertise and advice of the TNC and stay involved to engage the members so that your goals become my goals.  I was an Immigration 
staff attorney at Catholic Charities of S.A. for almost 2 years before opening my own office and I understand the daily and always 
increasing demands facing a Non Profit. I have experience with understanding that I can share to unite with the Nonprofit Council.

Robert Hernandez District 6 
I have heard of TNC, I believe TNC is a great partner for the city to collaborate more closely. Nonprofits are experts in their fields. 
The City should support and assist as much as possible and allow nonprofits to do what they know best. 

Councilwoman Melissa Cabello Havrda, District 6  
Yes, I have known about the Nonprofit Council for several years.  I use the Nonprofit Council as a resource for identifying the right 
services for the needs of my constituents or ways to collaborate on projects.  For example, I am working on an urban forest initiative 
to have fruit trees and other edible plants. The Nonprofit Council might be able to provide resources for volunteers when we begin 
development and groups that will needs the food produced from the project.

Manny Pelaez - DISTRICT 8 
First, you all have my mobile number.  If you don’t have my mobile number, my mom and Scott McAninch will not hesitate to give 
it to you.  I do not extend the same invitation for direct contact to all other groups in San Antonio - - because your work is vital to 
my success and I’m personally invested in seeing you accomplish your goals.  Second, I will continue to reach out to your leadership 
and seek your advice when it comes to initiatives that will impact your operations, your staff, and your clients.  Lastly, I will contin-
ue to advocate for more delegate agency funding instead of less - - I will continue to insist on more resources to nonprofits so long 
as there exist any threats to San Antonians’ health, safety, and resilience.
  
Rob Rodriguez District 8 
Yes, I have heard of the NonProfit Council (eg Big Give). If elected, I would look to have more connectivity between NonProfit Coun-
cil organizations and the needs of the citizens in District 8. I would like to have on staff a Community Services Liaison who’s main 
responsibility would be connecting and facilitating available community nonprofit/city services with constituents.

Alex Svehla - City Council 10 
As mentioned previously, it is important to create a lasting and strong relationship. Non-profits are experts in the fields they serve, 
and they may know critical information that city council may be unaware of. Sharing, communicating and partnering together to 
improve our city should be our shared goal.

Clayton Perry, District 10 
Yes I have heard of the Nonprofit Council and was invited to speak to the group in 2019. It was an honor to do so, and I would 
absolutely want to collaborate with the Nonprofit Council if I am re-elected. I have always had an open door policy in my office, and 
that will certainly not change.
 
Gabrien Gregory 10 
I will prioritize an initial meeting in the first week to see where we can improve support for no protection locally and in District 10. 
By working with nonprofits like MOVE to get more folks registered to vote, and partnering with nonprofits that work with students 
in the community, I believe we have an opportunity to strengthen our relationships. When they City supports nonprofits, amazing 
things happen and lives are changed. I want to influence people affected by the work you do. 
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Q5: What would you like your nonprofit constituents to know?
Lauro A. Bustamante District 1 
I am an Attorney and advocate for due process and constitutional and human rights. 
In the past I was elected a board member for District one on the Edwards Aquafer  
I have to time, knowledge, and energy to devote myself fultimeto the duties of District One

Mario Bravo District 1 
I wholeheartedly believe that working hand in hand with local nonprofits can create a multiplier effect in government effectively 
serving our community’s needs.

Carl Booker | District 2 
i have worked with over 200 non profits in San Antonio metro i will continue my investment in this community. I will be open to 
discussions that benefit my district.

Dori L Brown, District 2 
Nonprofits are a foundation to the community with regards to service and growth. Different nonprofits serve different needs and 
should be reached out to in their area of expertise. As a founder of a Nonprofit {Women Ministers Alliance} I understand that the 
focus and mission goes beyond me and when promoted properly it can change lives.

Jalen McKee-Rodriguez, District 2  
I am a high school math teacher and a grad student running for City Council because I believe we need more everyday, regular, 
working class people in office. As the son of two veterans, and the oldest of three, I was raised to value service to others, empathy, 
and integrity. These are values consistent with nonprofit organizations. While in college, I served as a volunteer with Fiesta Youth 
and Child Advocates San Antonio.  
 
Two years after graduating from UTSA with a BA in Communication, I decided to continue living by the principles my family instilled 
in me by volunteering full-time as an AmeriCorps member with City Year at Davis Middle School, and then working at Sam Houston 
High School as a high school math teacher. Through working closely with students and families in District 2, I saw how heavily the 
environment could impact a child’s future -- how their housing, access to transportation, and access to recreational activities played 
a huge role in these critical years of their lives. I also saw all the gaps in a child’s life that needed to be filled by organizations like 
Communities in Schools, and various other nonprofit entities.  
 
Now, in my fourth year in the classroom, I’m at James Madison High School, where I have witnessed first-hand the stark inequities 
in education, economic opportunity, and public health that our community faces. These observations are what inspired me to run, 
and to make a difference for my students and their families outside of the classroom.  
 
I am a former Stonewall Democrats board member, and a current member of San Antonio DSA, Our Revolution TX, and Texas Organiz-
ing Project.

Angela Cardona, District 3 
The work of a non-profit and the talent, tied with passion among the workforce in these agencies is what makes the difference in 
the lives of our community that benefit from your services. As a non-profit employee, I understand the commitment, the duty, the 
calling that each of you are responding to when you show up. A true servant leader’s heart is in each and every one of you doing the 
tireless work to ensure our community has the resources and tools to be stronger for themselves, their family and community.
 
Mark A. Vargas Jr., District 3 
I am in this race for one reason: to serve my neighbors. Our city has been hit hard by this pandemic, but especially District 3.  
Too many of our small businesses have closed their doors. Too many of our workers have yet to find a new job. And tragically too 
many of our families have lost a loved one. That means that we need big and bold action to not only get the district back on track 
but prepare us for the future. I believe that we need a city council that is prepared to address the inequities within our city and 
push us into this new decade. I want to provide our city with free Wi-Fi access throughout our communities. I want to be sure that 
we are providing enough relief to our business owners and unemployed. I want the future of San Antonio to run through District 3. I 
look forward to working with the community and our partners to make that happen.

Curtis Mueller 4 
I’m one of you! I know grant struggles, barely affording your programs and employee retention. I know how to do things efficiently 
and cheaply because I was the IT manager at a nonprofit for four years. I’ve survived 10 years of audits and my numbers have never 
been off on my grant deliverables. NPO’s live and die by their grants. I even have an LLC I created last year to offer IT support for 
cheaper to nonprofits. I’m a member of United Way and have attended classes at SAAF.
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Dr. Adriana Rocha Garcia, District 4 
Except for my high school, when I worked part-time at Little Caesars Pizza, I have always worked for a nonprofit organization. I am 
intimately familiar with the work that nonprofits do and how they advance our communities. 

Jason Mata for City Council Dirstrict 5 
I would like the District 5 non-profit constituents to know that I have over 25 years of experience in working with low-income and 
impoverished communities.   Much of my work has been with social services of needy families, youth development of At-Risk Youth, 
and addressing community safety in high crime areas.   As we know Poverty and Crime go hand in Hand so I will prioritize these 
areas and work to address Generational Poverty as a whole.   Information about some of my past work history may be found at www. 
VoteMata.com Thank you

Anthony Gres, district 5 
I’m here to work with you and help you continue your amazing work with our community members. 

David Christopher Yanez from District 5
I am a lifelong resident of San Antonio and a graduate of Burbank High School. I live on the Southside and work on the Westside.  I 
am an attorney and have a Master’s in City Planning from the University of Pennsylvania. I am here embrace solutions and the ideas 
of my nonprofit constituents, because I care about our future and want to help plan for it. Let’s Plan Together, Thank you.  

Robert Hernandez District 6 
Just wanted to say “Thank you” for everyone hard work. Myself as an employee of a nonprofit, see the daily compassion and work 
that is done. With everything that happen in  2020. It was in incredible to see and the local nonprofit sector continue to serve San 
Antonio. My door will always be open to any nonprofit. Thank you for your time.
 
Councilwoman Melissa Cabello Havrda, District 6  
As I mentioned before, I am a disability attorney and have a true passion for ensuring my clients have access to the services they 
need to live full lives. Over the years, I have referred many clients to non-profits, but more importantly I’m glad there are non-prof-
its in San Antonio doing the work necessary to help our citizens.
  
Manny Pelaez - DISTRICT 8 
You are family to me. I know how difficult it is to meet your important goals while having to do it on tight budgets. I know this be-
cause I work with many of you and I represent you in government, in the public square, and sometimes I represent you in court.  My 
decisions are informed by the lessons I’ve learned serving nonprofits and I never apologize for prioritizing nonprofits’ needs before 
the needs of other competing groups. 
 
Rob Rodriguez District 8 
I have many years of service on non-profit boards. I’ve served on the Boards of the Red Cross, FIRST Robotics, Southside First Eco-
nomic Development Council, and the Youth Orchestra of San Antonio. I understand the importance of the work that the non-profit 
community does to enrich the social and civilized fabric of our city. When elected, you can look to me to be empathetic and ac-
tion-oriented when it comes to the concerns of your organizations and service recipients.

Alex Svehla - City Council 10 
I was the educational administrator at Roy Maas Youth Alternatives for three years, so I understand the difficulties that many 
non-profits face such as budget constraints, government relations, hiring difficulties, changing laws/regulations, etc. I hope to be a 
voice for the non-profit community.

Clayton Perry, District 10 
I want y’all to know how much I appreciate all that you do for the community. I value the work of the nonprofit sector, and I am 
always open to meet with you, learn from you, and collaborate with you. As I mentioned previously, nonprofits are a critical part 
of the fabric that makes up the safety net for our community - and so much more. We rely on you when we are dealing with very 
difficult challenges in our lives, when our kids, seniors and people with disabilities need special care - and we need you to be a 
healthy part of the economy, to create jobs for our neighbors. I support nonprofits and would be honored to receive your support for 
re-election.  

Gabrien Gregory 10 
I want to listen to what your needs are locally and work with you to bring more support your way, especially in recent times. I will 
be an advocate on Council for the nonprofit sector.


